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VALLENBERC NEARING IN STOCKROLM 1IN MAY

Among the many foreign vwitnesses summomned to the cemiag VWallea-
berg Nesring im Stockholm ou 2 and 3 Nay there is a Dane, the ex- '
Communist and suthor Nogeas Carlsson, who duting four years' stay
ia Soviet prisems and prisom camps heard testimoay about the
vanished Swedish diplomat. During the var MNogems Carlsson fought
in & Conmunist resistance group. le applied for s vies to the
Soviet Union seversl times through the years after 1945, but wvas
tursed dowva. Iz youthful geal he travelled to Fimlasad ia September
1950 and encaked illegally across the Finmish-Russian border. He
wvanted to see vith his owa eyes hov conditions were in the “pro- i
uised socislist society”™ that he had heard 00 much about during his 1
youth. Carlssoa, vho knev his Karl Narx, Leaiam, and Negel by heart,
tried ia vain to persvade the Soviet authorities that he vas a
Conmunist sad not & oty. But mobody wvanted to listen to him, The
~ : sentence vas 28 years' prison for illegal border crossiag - and
espionage. Carlssoa served four years before he vas released by
Malenkov's ammesty after Stalin's death on 5 May 1953, Sick and
broken dowa by scurvy sad wadernourishment after seversl years ia
the mortheramest Siberzian prisoan caumps, Mogeas Carlssom came to
West Berlim oa the afternoon of 3 Novesmber 19353, slive, but teotslly
bezeft of hie youthful fllusioms about Commuaism and the Soviet
society. HNere Mogess Carlseon tells Berlimgeke Tideands about his
stay in Soviet prisons sad meetiang prisomers im Moscov's Butyrke
Prison who had been im contact vith the vanished Swedish diplosat

Rasoul VWallenmberg.
O THE TRACKS OF WALLENBERC

Whea the Soviet troops svarmed im over Nuagary in the wimter
of 1943, thousands of people disappesred. Soviet NKVD cadres which
followed oa the heels of the Red Army's vanguard had prepared lists
of suspect persoas. The most notorious corps under NKVD wae SMERSH
(the initisle mean "Death to the Spies”), vwho was the most active.
The chief of SMERSH was Ceneral V. 8. Abakumov, wvho was later exs-~
cuted together with the chief of NKVD, Lavreatiy Beris, im 1933,

In order to be able to vork im Budapest, the Swedish emissary,
Raosul Walleaberg, and his chesuffeur, Wilao Laungfelder, had contacted
the Soviet Supreme Command. On his last day ian Budapest, 17 Jans-
ary 1945, Wallemberg told friends amd acquaintances that he was
going to Debrechen outside Budapest and meet Marshal Msliaoveki in
his headquarters.
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Wallenberg and Langfelder never reached Debrechen. Wallenberg

later told co-prisoners im Butyrska Prisom that the Red Aray's sol-

' diers had deea understandiang, but that they did noc have the autho- :

rity to issue documents to him so he could contiaue his humsnitarian \

relief vork. Only the NKVD could do that. At that time the NKVD ,

srzested everybody vho came close to the orders, "If only you have |

the man, you can probably fimd & lawv sccording to which he can be
sentenced.”

Both Wallesberg and Langfelder vere arrested, and after haviag
been confined to & basement ia & local headquarters, they wers seat
by train through Rosania and ended up 1n the Luybysaks Prison {a |
Ioocov.tl the latter part of Jsmuwary. Here Wallemberg's aad Lang- |
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The WKVD's Nogme

When you are goimg to evaluate the Russians' behavior, yes
must knov a8 little sbout the Communiet way of thiaking snd termi~
nology. They do mot acknovledge Vestera humaaistic and ethical
norss, but viev matters im & purely materialistic way. In other
words, the NKVD assumes thst Walleandberg's activities have baen
inspired by political or economic motives. The fact that VWallea-
berg also was a Red Cross emissary did not improve matters aany,
snd the additional fact that he at the same tiwme had good commec-
tiomns with doth the police and politicians im Nuagery wes 4im the
eyes of the NKVD smothing less than ifacrimimatiag.

Through 8 freak of chance 1 myself vas vhirled imto an inferme
of events which almost cost me ay life several times. Like all the
former gemerals, officers, and diplomats vhom the NKVD had srres-
ted ia Eastera Rurope, I too was brought to Moscov. lere we ended
wp 4is either the notorious WKYD (later renamed KGB) hesadquarters
or were brouwght to a camp im Krasmogorsk outside Moscow. The
NKVD's firet sortimg started here. Foreign prisoners, and among
then of course Raoul Walleaberg too, were fnformed that they would
be trested accordiag to iantersational rules and lav. DBut that vas
8 promise that the NKVD had never fatended to fulfill. It was &
bitter avakeniang when ve finally uaderstood that.

Wallemberg in Moscow

We kanov from the Cerman Attache GCustaf Richter that Wallea-
berg arrived im Moscov om 31 Janwary 1945 and vas locked wp in
Luybyanka Prison. It wase in cell No. 123 that he met Custasf Rich-
ter. The prisomers lived totally isolated from the rest of the
vorld ia so-called “"political fsolators.”

The two firet prisonsre I met in cell No. 304 tn Butyrskas
Prison, Zoltam Rivo and Wilhelm Bergemsna, vere ia their seveath
yeor of imprisonsent. This wvas fia 1950. They had no ides that
World Var II had ended nor that Eastera Europe nov comsisted of
comnusist countries. They did not evern knov that Mao Tse Tumng had
seised pover im Chiana on 1 October 1949. The meeting with the twe
men ia the "isolator” was shocking, to put it mildly. 1 felt ss
4f 1 vere buried alive. Both looked like susmies, grayish-vhite
skin and uadersourished. Zoltan Rivo was s langusge profeessor aad
cane from Budapest. WVWilhela Bergemana said that he had been a
Gernsa passport iaspector in Bukarest., Rivo vas ia his thirties,
Bergenmanas 65. They had been arrvested by the UKVD ia 1944. Rivo
told se that both he and Bergemann had been {n Lefortovo Prisea
is Noscow until 1 April 1949.

Compunjcation Through Wall Tappiag

It 1s knova from officiasl Swedish documents snd white books
sbout Wallenberg that he left Lyubyanka Prison in mid-NMay 1943 and
then was transferred to Lefortovo Prisoan, whete Bergemann cosauwai-
cated vith hia through vall tapping. They did not leara much
though. The tappimg syetem vas complicated and time-comnsuming and
exceedingly desngerous. If you were caught, the whole cell wvas
punished by being plasced in deep, fce-cold basement cells under
the prison dressed only ian undervear for periods lasting from five:'
to tventy-five days. The bread ratiome vere reduced to 300 grams
daily, and the prisoner got half s liter of vars sowp every third
day only. I myself bave been placed im these undergrouad icedbozes
tvice and know that iascarceration here of etarvimg and wvesk pri- |
soners vas tantamoust to & death gsentemnce.
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Accordiag to Rivo, comditiomns im Lefortove Prison were ter-

rible duriang the years right after the var. The daily ratioas

, consisted of approximately 430 grams pasty dread, aime grams of

' sugar, and half a 1iter of soup that filled the cell with a nae-
seatiag stench. The foreignere died 1like flies, even so fast
that the NKVD did mot alvays get arouad to imterrogatiag thes.
Sose of them were transferred to Butyrski Pri.osm wvhere there was o
so-~called hospital section. The everlasting aightly iaterrogations
tapped the prisonmers' streangth. 1Ia additioa there was the poer
foed and lack of sleep vhich droke dowan the priscmer's mentsl health
snd sade him sluggich and indifferent to his surrouadiags. Aad it
w89 exactly this condition of the prisomner that the imterrogaters
aimed at.

(1) ath oyacenent

Raoul Walleaberg, who belonged to a well-to-do Swedish family,
is the persos wvho vas caused the NKVD and the Sovier goverameat
most trouble. During the years after his disappearance one nete
followed the other ome betweea Stocki.olm and Moscovw. At firet the
Russisns denied asy kmovledge of Wallenberg, but were later ferced
by the maany ststements of evidence to admit that he was ia the
goviet Union. It was said that he was "uader protection and vas
well.” On 6 Februasry 1957 the Svedes received s memorandum froa
Groayko with an ssmouacement that they had found .a handwrittea docu-
ment ia the file section for hospitalised prisomers {a Luybysaka
Prison that showed that Wallenberg had died from a heart attaik om
17 July 1947. Oaly fev believed Cromyko's aammouncement simce there
vas testimony from released -risoners that Waslleaberg had been sesen
alive sfter that time. The notorious Gemeral V., 8. Abakumov vwss
officially blemed for all the incorrect ianformatioa to Svedean.
Thetre vas & nev £100d4 of testimony vhen ssnestied prisoners returaed
from the Soviet Union durimg the years of 1953-19335 after Stelin‘'s
death.

Got Preferemtial Treatmeat

Zoltan Rivo mentioned to me that Vallenberg vas accused by the
WKYD of espiomage in Humgary, vhich may very well have been cosnected
vith his work to rescue the Jevs in Budapest. The NKVD was very
' anti-fenicic in 1944, vhich im a way is ironic vhen you comsider
that the Soviet State Security Service (GPU, NVD, NKVD, aand KCB)
has had no less than six chiefs of Jevish descent during the yesrs.

Zoltan Rivo had shared a cell with Wallenberg atound New Year
1951. The Swede had been getting preferential treatment thenm,
seaning that he received cigarettes, got better food, and had the
right to rest a couple of hours every day. Vellenberg said that
. he had been sudjected to tough interrogations, but othervise he
' seemed to be fairly well. Rivo did mot mention Wsllenberg's name,
but called hinm a Swedish diplomet. One day the Swvede was brought
from the cell to a bathroom vhere he was shaved with a kanife and
dressed im & mev suit. Such a thing vas definitely not common in
Butyrki. The next day he wvas sent awvay.

In 1950 I myself knev nothing about the Wallenbarg case which
1 d1da’t hear about until I got out of "Gulag." After my return
home, I reslised thit "the Svwedish diplomst™ could only be Vallea-
| berg, and I was interviewed by the Swedish press. Ny co-prisoamsr,
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Wilheln Bergesann, with vhom I parted om 15 April 1951 vhen I wvae
led to & prisom camp, also gave me iaforsation. I kaow mothing
sbout Zoltan Rive's fate. Wc were separated from each other om
23 April 1951. HNe wvas in s miserasble coadition then, and 1 fear
that he did not manage to survive the asmmesty om 27 March 1933,

In Viadimir Prison

Wallenberg's tracks lead from Moscow to the prisos ia Viadi-
uir, 350 kilometers east of Moscov. UPoreigm prisoners who have
teturned relate that Wallemberg had beenm hospitalised im the
prisen's sick vard. A GCermanm mamed Mulle came to the prisom in
the spriag of 1936, and here he met a Georgian named Gogeberidse.
This maa told Nulle that Wallenberg vas ia s special sick ward.
Be d14 net kaov whether he wvas sick or just isolated. An Austriam
sonfirmed Gogeridse's report later. Around January-February 1933
the Avstrian was placed inm & sick wvard, and after an operation he
set Wallenberg vho said that he had deen strictly isolated ia
Viadisir Prison for yesrs. It is kmown from white books asand tes-
timoay thet the sane has happened to a mumber of the prisosers
vho have shared cells with Valleaberg and his chauffeur Wilmo
Langfelder during the years. Whes the political officer in Via~
dinir discovered that the Austrias had shared s cell with VWallea-
berg, he got furious. The Avstrisn vas immediately soved to
another cell and threstened to keesp sileant adbout his co-prisener.
Vallenberg had, hovever, mansged to relate his sad fate during
the brief time they were together, and this seens to be the last
concrete testimomy that is kmown.

Supnoned to Khryshghev

Later evidence is bdased on much vaguer faforamatioa aad is
sixed vith false testimoay by peopls vho have beenm revesled later
to be KGS ageats. I am afreid that Wallenberg's loag odyssey
through prisons, “isolaters,” and prison camps finally has eaded
with confinement to a meatal isstitution. Oun 27 January 1961 the
Swedish Professor Naams Svarts had & conversatioa with a Russian
colleague in Moscow. The Russiaa sciemtist admitted thea that he
kasv Walleaberg, vho was alive but iam & very poor comditios ias @
seatsl hespital. HNowever, this statemeat vas later denied, bdut
wader circusstances that shake the denial more tham the iaformatioa
about Walleaberg. The Russian professor vas summoned te Khrushehav
who had beea informed of hie statement to ¥amsa Svarts by the
Nisistry of Poreiga Affairs. After hie conversatiom with Khrueh-
chov, the Russian professor retracted his words snd said that he
kaev mothing about Wallemberg.

Vitaesses have deon summoned from both RKurope and other places
to the ianternational heariag about Raoul Walleaberg, vhich will
stazt ia "Pelkets Hus” (the People’'s House) in Stockholm on 2 Nay
this year. As long as there is just a spark of hepe that Raoul
Walleabezg 18 slive, people in the Vest must support the efforts
to zescue the person vho valued humanitarianiss more thaa anythiag
else - aven his owa life.
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